WHAT IS C LAIMED AS NEW AND DRSTRKD TO BE SECURED BY T.KTTFRS 
PATENT OF THE UNITED STATES TS : 

1 . A system for providing in-ltore printing of rainchecks for purchasing incentives 



associated with items subject to raincfiecks, comprising: 

an incentive processor for stor ng a plurality of purchasing incentives corresponding 
to a plurality of item identifiers for ite us subject to rainchecks; 
at least one incentive printer; 

a incentive processor bus cou|^ing said incentive processor to said at least one 
incentive printer; 

a point-of-sale (POS) controll|r; 
at least one cash register; and 

a POS^bus coupling said PQS[ ppntroller, said at least one cash register, and said 
incentive processor; 

wherein a respective cash regis&r of said at least one cash register is configured to 
receive data defining an item identifier |br an item that is subject to a raincheck; 

one of said POS controller and laid respective cash register is configured to transmit 
said data defining said item identifier fcp: said item that is subject to said raincheck over said 
POS bus to said incentive processor; 

said incentive processor is confilured to generate raincheck information including at 
least one purchasing incentive in resporle to receipt of said data defining said item identifier 
for said item subject to said raincheck, ^id plurality purchasing incentives, and said plurality 
of item identifiers; 

said incentive processor is confined to transmit said raincheck information to a 
respective incentive printer of said at leaSt one incentive printer over said incentive processor 
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bus; and 

said respective incentive pAter is configured to print a raincheck including said at 
least one purchasing incentive in^esponse to receipt of said raincheck information received 
from said incentive processor. 

27^he system of Claim 1, lurfner compnsmg: 
N|Vy^ a retailer site configured to identify said plurality of purchasing incentives 
^corresponding to said plurality of ite^ identifiers; and 
an incentive processing site; 
wherein said retailer site configured to transmit said plurality of purchasing incentives 
corresponding to said plurality of ite n identifiers to said incentive processing site; 

said incentive processing site is configured to receive said plurahty of purchasing 
incentives corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers from said retailer site; and 
said incentive processing sit(! is configured to store said plurality of purchasing 
incentives corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers via said incentive processor. 

3. The system of Claim 2, v therein one of said retailer site and said incentive 
processing site is configured to generate a raincheck hst including a description of items 
corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers along with said plurality of item identifiers; 



and 

said respective cash registe - 
said data defining said item identifier 
raincheck list. 



4, The system of Claim 2 
printed raincheck list comprising 



of said at least one cash register is configured to receive 
for an item that is subject to a raincheck based on said 



wherein said incentive processor is configured to store a 
list of when rainchecks were printed and item identifiers 
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one, of a token and a dis 
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corresponding theret^; and 

said incentive processing site is configured to generate a weekly report of printed 
rainchecks and item idWifiers corresponding thereto based on said printed raincheck list. 

5. The system c f Claim 1, wherein said at least one purchasing incentive comprises 
ount coupon; ' 

said token enabljing a customer to purchase said item subject to said raincheck when 
said item is in stock anc at a price when said item was subject to said raincheck; and 

said discount co ipon enabling a customer to purchase said item subject to said 
raincheck when said itein is in stock and at a discounted price. 

6, The system ot Claim 1, wherein said at least one purchasing incentive comprises at 
^ least one of a token and] a discount coupon; 

said token enabling a customer to purchase said item subject to said raincheck when 
said item is in stock arid at a price when said item was subject to said raincheck; and 

said discount cbupon enabling a customer to purchase said item subject to said 
raincheck when said item is in stock and at a price discounted from said price when said item 
was subject to said raipicheck.^. 



7. The system 
item is not in stock. 

8. The system 
item is not in stock. 



of Claim 5, wherein said item is subject to said raincheck when said 



of Claim 6, wherein said item is subject to said raincheck when said 



9. A process for providing in-stop printing of rainchecks for purchasing incentives 
associated with items subject to rainchdcks, comprising: 

storing a plurality of purchasin'g incentives corresponding to a plurality of item 
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identifiers for items subject to rainchecks via incentive processor; 

coupling said incentive processor to /t least one incentive printer via an incentive 
processor bus; 

coupling a point-of-sale (POS) controller, at least one cash register, and said incentive 
processor via a POS bus; 

receiving at a respective cash reg&ter of said at least one cash register data defining an 
item identifier for an item that is subjecffto a raincheck; 

transmitting from one of said PDS controller and said respective cash register said 
data defining said item identifier for s|id item that is subject to said raincheck over said POS 
bus to said incentive processor; 

generating at said incentive cSrocessor raincheck information including at least one 
purchasing incentive in response tofreceipt of said data defining said item identifier for said 
item subject to said raincheck, saic^ plurality purchasing incentives, and said plurality of item 
identifiers; 

transmitting from said incentive processor said raincheck information to a respective 
incentive printer of said at least dne incentive printer over said incentive processor bus; and 

printing at said respective incentive printer a raincheck including said at least one 
purchasing incentive in responsf to receipt of said raincheck information received from said 
incentive processor. 

7IO. The process of Claim 9/ fiirther comprising: 
identifying at a retailer site said plurality of purchasing incentives corresponding to 
/£md plurality of item identifiers; 

transmitting from/said retailer site said plurality of purchasing incentives 
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corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers to an incentive processing site; 

1 

receiving at said incentive processing site said plurality of purchasing incentives 
corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers from said retailer site; and 

storing at said incentive processing site said plurality of purchasing incentives 
corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers via said incentive processor. 

11. The process of Claim 10, further comprising: 

generating at one of said retailer site and said incentive processing site a raincheck 
list including a description of items corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers along 
with said plurality of item identifiers; and 

receiving at said respective cash register of said at least one cash register said data 
defining said item identifier for an itepn that is subject to a raincheck based on said raincheck 
list. 

12. The process of Claim lOl further comprising: 
storing a printed raincheck list comprising a list of when rainchecks were printed and 



item identifiers corresponding then 
generating at said incentive 



to via said incentive processor; and 
processing site a weekly report of printed rainchecks and 
item identifiers corresponding thereto based on said printed raincheck list. 

13. The process of Claim 9, wherein said at least one purchasing incentive comprises 
one of a token and a discount coup m; 

the process further comprising one of: 

enabling a customer to pun^hase said item subject to said raincheck when said item is 
in stock and at a price when said item was subject to said raincheck via said token; and 

enabling a customer to pvu-fchase said item subject to said raincheck when said item is 
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in stock and at a discounted price via said discount coii{X)n, 

14. The process of Claim 9, wherein said ^least one purchasing incentive comprises 
at least one of a token and a discount coupon; 

the process further comprising one^of: 

enabling a customer to purcha^ said item subject to said raincheck when said item is 
in stock and at a price when said item was subject to said raincheck via said token; and 

enabling a customer U/purchase said item subject to said raincheck when said item is 
in stock and at a discounj^ price via said discount coupon. 

V 15. The proems of Claim 13, further comprising subjecting said item to said 
raincheck when/^id item is not in stock. 

16Vrhe process of Claim 14, further comprising subjecting said item to said 
rainch^k when said item is not in stock. 

17. A computer program product comprisiH^g a computer storage medium having a 
computer program embedded in said computer ^rage medium for causing a computer to 
provide in-store printing of rainchecks for purchasing incentives associated with items subject 
to rainchecks, said computer program perfomiing the steps of: 

storing a plurality of purchasing incentives corresponding to a plurality of item 
identifiers for items subject to rainchecl^ via an incentive processor; 

coupling said incentive processor to at least one incentive printer via an incentive 
processor bus; 

coupling a point-of-sale (P)^S) controller, at least one cash register, and said incentive 
processor via a POS bus; 

receiving at a respectiv^cash register of said at least one cash register data defining an 
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item identifier for an item that is subject to a raincheck/ 

transmitting from one of said POS control!^ and said respective cash register said 
data defining said item identifier for said item t)fa.t is subject to said raincheck over said POS 
bus to said incentive processor; 

generating at said incentive processor raincheck information including at least one 
purchasing incentive in response to^efceipt of said data defining said item identifier for said 
item subject to said raincheck, sai^ plurality purchasing incentives, and said plurality of item 
identifiers; 

transmitting from sai& incentive processor said raincheck information to a respective 
incentive printer of said at least one incentive printer over said incentive processor bus; and 

printing at said^espective incentive printer a raincheck including said at least one 
purchasing incentive in response to receipt of said raincheck information received from said 
incentive processor. 

^ i 

The computer program of Claim 17, further performing the steps of: 
identifying at a retailer site said plurality of purchasing incentives corresponding to 
said plurality of item identifiers; 

transmitting from said re;ailer site said plurality of purchasing incentives 
corresponding to said plurality df item identifiers to an incentive processing site; 

receiving at said incentive processing site said plurality of purchasing incentives 
corresponding to said plurality /of item identifiers from said retailer site; and 

storing at said incentive processing site said plurality of purchasing incentives 
corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers via said incentive processor. 

19. The computer prdgram of Claim 18, further performing the steps of: 
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generating at one of said retailer site and said incentive processing site a/raincheck 
list including a description of items corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers along 
with said plurality of item identifiers; and / 

receiving at said respective cash register of said at least one cash register said data 
defining said item identifier for an item that is subject to a raincheck based on said raincheck 
Ust. / 

20. The computer program of Claim 18, further pe^orming the steps of: 

storing a printed raincheck list comprising a list/Df when rainchecks were printed and 
item identifiers corresponding thereto via said incennve processor; and 

generating at said incentive processing si^ a weekly report of printed rainchecks and 
item identifiers corresponding thereto based on said printed raincheck list. 

21. The computer program of Cla^ 17, wherein said at least one purchasing 
incentive comprises one of a token and/a discount coupon; 

the computer program, further performing one of the steps of: 

enabling a customer to piirchase said item subject to said raincheck when said item is 
in stock and at a price when said item was subject to said raincheck via said token; and 

enabling a customer to purchase said item subject to said raincheck when said item is 
in stock and at a discou/ted price via said discount coupon. 

22. The conmuter program of Claim 17, wherein said at least one purchasing 
incentive comprises at least one of a token and a discoimt coupon; 

the computer program, further performing one of the steps of: 

enahnng a customer to purchase said item subject to said raincheck when said item is 
in stock and at a price when said item was subject to said raincheck via said token; and 
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enabling a customer to purchase Said item subject to said raincheck when said item is 
in stock and at a discounted price via said discount coupon. 

23. The computer program of (Ilaim 21, performing the step of subjecting said item 
to said raincheck when said item is notiin stock. 

24. The computer program of Claim 22, performing the step of subjecting said item 
to said raincheck when said item is not in stock. 

25. A system for providing in-store printing of rainchecks for purchasing incentives 
associated with items subject to rainchecks, comprising: 

means for storing a plurality of purchasing incentives corresponding to a plurality of 
item identifiers for items subject to rainchecks; 

means for coupling an incentive processing means Ji^ at least one incentive printing 

means; 

means for coupling a point-of-sale (POS) gj^troller means, at least one cash register 
means, and said incentive processing means; 

means for receiving at a respective^ash register means of said at least one cash 
register means data defining an item identifier for an item that is subject to a raincheck; 

means for transmitting fi'onf 3ne of said POS controller means and said respective 
cash register means said data (Mining said item identifier for said item that is subject to said 
raincheck to said incentive processing means; ^ 

means for generating raincheck information including at least one purchasing 
incentive in response t/receipt of said data defining said item identifier for said item subject 
to said raincheck, sai^ plurality purchasing incentives, and said plurahty of item identifiers; 

means for tfansmitting said raincheck information to a respective incentive printing 
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means of said at least one incentive printing means; and 

means for printing at said resp^tive incentive printing means a raincheck including 
said at least one purchasing incentive in response to receipt of said raincheck information. 
6. The system of Claim 25, further comprising: 
means for identifying at a retailer site said plurality of purchasing incentives 
ferresponding to said plurality of item identifiers 

means for transmitting from said retailey site said plurality of purchasing incentives 
corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers to an incentive processing site; 

means for receiving at said incentive processing site said plurality of purchasing 
incentives corresponding to said plurality oi item identifiers from said retailer site; and 

means for storing at said incentive processing site said plurality of purchasing 
incentives corresponding to said plurality of item identifiers. 

27. The system of Claim 26, fu/ther comprising: 

means for generating at one of said retailer site and said incentive processing site a 
raincheck list including a description of items corresponding to said plurality of item 
identifiers along with said plurality of item identifiers; and 

means for receiving at sap respective cash register means of said at least one cash 
register means said data definii^ said item identifier for an item that is subject to a raincheck 
based on said raincheck list. 

28. The system of C/aim 26, further comprising: 
means for storing atorinted raincheck list comprising a list of when rainchecks were 

printed and item identifieris corresponding thereto; and 

means for generaiing at said incentive processing site a weekly report of printed 
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rainchecks and item identifiers corresponding thereto based on said printed rainchfeck list. 

29. The system of Claim 25, wherein said at least one purchasing incentive comprises 
one of a token and a discount coupon; 

the system ftxrther comprising one of: 

means for enabling a customer to purchase said item subjecj4o said raincheck when 
said item is in stock and at a price when said item was subject ^said raincheck via said 
token; and 

means for enabling a customer to purchase said kem subject to said raincheck when 
said item is in stock and at a discounted price via said discount coupon. 

30. The system of Claim 25, wherein sajd at least one purchasing incentive comprises 
at least one of a token and a discount coupoi}/ 

V the system further comprising one^of: 

means for enabling a customei/to purchase said item subject to said raincheck when 
said item is in stock and at a price ^hen said item was subject to said raincheck via said 
token; and 

means for enabling a/customer to purchase said item subject to said raincheck when 
said item is in stock and m. a discounted price via said discount coupon. 

3 1 . The system of Claim 29, further comprising means for subjecting said item to 
said raincheck wh^ said item is not in stock. 

32. The/ystem of Claim 30, further comprising means for subjecting said item to 
said raincheck when said item is not in stock. 
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